
History  of  the  Lakeside  Daisy
Preserve  and  Festival
The Lakeside Daisy Preserve encompasses 19 acres of the old limestone quar-
ries on the Marblehead Peninsula of Lake Erie in Ottawa County. This pre-
serve was established to protect the only United States population of the
Lakeside daisy, a federally threatened plant species occurring only at two
other sites, both in Ontario Canada. Also a state endangered species; this is
one of Ohio's most spectacular wildflowers. In early to mid-May, its bright
yellow flowers adorn the otherwise bleak, sun-baked landscape of the
Marblehead quarry.

This preserve was named in honor of Colleen Taylor and Ruth Fiscus who
were very instrumental in the protection of this site as a state nature preserves in 1988. The Division works with LaFarge
Corporation to protect the Lakeside daisy within the active limestone quarry.

In 1988, the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves acquired the 19 acres of land the preserve encompasses from Standard Slag
Company (Lafarge Corporation purchased Standard Slag in 1989) using State Income Tax Checkoff Funds. Colleen (Casey)
Taylor of Marblehead was instrumental in mobilizing statewide support for the acquisition and protection of this site.

Lakeside Daisy is one of Ohio's most spectacular wildflowers. This long-lived perennial grows where few others can, on nearly
barren limestone bedrock in full sunlight. In early to mid-May, the bright yellow flowers of the Lakeside daisy adorn the oth-
erwise bleak, sun-baked landscape of the Marblehead Quarry. Each basal rosette of leaves usually produces a single 6-11" tall,
leafless, erect stalk topped with a solitary flower. 
All individuals within a given population tend to bloom at approximately the same time, producing the spectacular effect of a
golden blanket. 

The Lakeside daisy (Hymenoxys herbacea (E.L.Greene) Cusick) is the rarest of more than 200 plants currently listed as endan-
gered in Ohio.  In 1988 the Lakeside Daisy was listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a Federally Threatened species.
The species has been listed as Endangered in Ohio since 1980.

Lakeside  Daisy  Day  Festival
In 2004, the Marblehead Village Council along with the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources held the first Daisy Day event at the
preserve. Local and State officials were on hand to celebrate the
Lakeside Daisy Preserve Open House. Naturalists were at the site dur-
ing the day to give visitors tours and information about the flower and
the preserve.

Marblehead Village Council formed a festival committee in 2005 com-
prised of community members with representation from Lafarge North
America, The Marblehead Bank, Marblehead Peninsula Lions Club, and the Ottawa County Visitors Bureau. The Lakeside
Daisy Committee committed to building an annual festival around the blooming of the Lakeside Daisy. Events are centered on
the Lakeside Daisy, nature, gardening and fun for the whole family.

In the summer of 2007, the committee received state non-profit status and is now known as Daisy Day, Inc. The group is in the
process of filing for Federal non-profit status. Continued improvement of James Park facilities and grounds is its mission. Their
goal this year is to raise funds from the annual Daisy Day Festival and other fundraisers to use for the renovations of the James
Park Restrooms.  

www.lakesidedaisy.com

5th Annual 
Daisy Day
Festival

May 10, 2008



Richmonds  donate  painting  for  James  Park
Renovation  Project  raffle  
Members of the Daisy Day Committee, now known as
Daisy Day, Inc., are holding a raffle to generate funds for
the James Park Restroom Renovation Project. Only 500
tickets will be sold at $10 each. The winner will be drawn
at the conclusion of the 2008 Daisy Festival on May 10.
All proceeds will be donated to the James Park Restroom
Fund Project. Marblehead Village Council have applied
for a Nature Works Grant to help fund the project.
Matching funds are required by the grant, and it is the
desire of Daisy Day Inc. to help fund this cause.

Grand prize in the raffle is an original oil painting by local
artist Ben Richmond. Ben and his wife, Wendy, have
donated the painting to the committee. Richmond has also done a sketch of the proposed park renovations. The
drawing will be on display soon at The Marblehead Bank. The Day of the festival, visit the Daisy Day information
booth to view the painting and to purchase raffle tickets. 

Tickets are currently available at The Village Hardware or by contacting Councilwoman Reba Bishoff at 419-798-
8120. You may also contact members of Daisy Day, Inc. for tickets.

2008  Daisy  Day  Events2008  Daisy  Day  Events

-ODNR Lakeside Daisy Preserve Openhouse
-The Marblehead Bank Daisy 5K Run
-Vendors Fair in James Park
-Tours of Lafarge Quarry 

Operations
-Marblehead Peninsula Lions Club Pancake
Breakfast
-Lighthouse Tours/Historical Society 

Museum
-Open House at the Wolcott Home - The 

Keeper’s House
-Visit the Confederate Cemetery on 

Johnson’s Island
-Food, Refreshments and Crafts for Kids -
-Raffles - Drawings - Chance to win an 

original Ben Richmond oil painting
-Speakers on local history, nature and 

gardening
-Plant Sales
-Ladder Golf Tournament

Vendors’  Fair  Applications
Last year over 20 vendors participated in the 2007
Daisy Day Festival. The Vendors'’ Fair was located in
James Park, and this year we hope to bring in even
more participants. 

If you or your organization would like to participate,
download the form from the daisy website
www.lakesidedaisy.com or contact Reba Bishoff by
email at bish1@cros.net or at 419-798-8120. Next
year’s date is May 10, 2008.

Annual  Daisy  5k  Run  and  Fun  Walk  
The annual Marblehead Bank Daisy 5K
Run and Fun Walk will be held on
Saturday, May 10, 2008, in conjunction
with Marblehead's Lakeside Daisy Day
festival. 

Registration forms are available at either of The
Marblehead Bank locations, 709 W. Main Street or 259
S. Bridge Road. Forms are also available to download
off the Lakeside Daisy website www.lakesidedaisy.com.
For more information on the Daisy 5K contact
Marblehead Bank Vice President Lori Fletcher at 419-
732-6263 or Vice President and Run Coordinator Patty
Pepa at 419-798-4471.


